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Hello from the EmpowerMen team!
 
We’ve been keeping busy since we send our last newsletter in March,
continuing our mission to engage men, boys, and the greater community
through workshops, trainings, and other initiatives (which you can find out
more about below). 
 
Summer is now upon us, and while this is a quieter time of year for many,
we’ve already begun the planning process for some major upcoming events!
EmpowerMen’s next big conference will take place on March 17 &
18, 2027, and we’re planning another movie screening and panel for
November of this year. We’re excited and grateful for your support, which
makes these kinds of events possible!

Planting New Seeds in Spring

Spring 2026 saw EmpowerMen continue to deliver our regular programming,
along with the following highlights:

Annual Report for 2025-26

EmpowerMen recently released its Annual Report for the fiscal year that ran
from the beginning of April 2025, until the end of March 2026. The report
highlights our new initiatives and positive growth across the board. You can
access and download the report here.

New Article in LawNow Magazine

In April we published our second article in LawNow Magazine under the title United
We Stand, Divided We Stumble: Canada’s Provincial Legal Responses to
Human Trafficking in collaboration with Dr. John Winterdyk and Tonia Tsoulamanis.
Our article examines the differing legal and provincial strategies to combat human
trafficking and calls for greater uniformity between provinces when it comes to dealing
with this issue.

Canada Border Services Agency Webinar

We also participated in a virtual webinar for the Canada Border Services Agency’s
(CBSA) second annual learning event, Stolen Lives: Human Trafficking and
Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women, Girls, and Two-Spirit People. The
series was facilitated by the Indigenous Training Program (ITP) of the CBSA in
partnership with law enforcement agencies and front-line service providers, including the
United Nations Special Rapporteur on Violence Against Women and Girls, the Legal
Support Program for Victims and Survivors of Human Trafficking in Ontario, Ontario
Provincial Police, Ontario Native Women’s Association, and more.

Annual Men’s Services Lunch 

We held our third annual Men’s Services
Networking Lunch, bringing together
over 40 representatives from multiple
Manitoba agencies that work with men. We
heard from guest speaker Myrna Cook
about how Manitoba Justice’s Restorative
Justice Centre is helping men address
harm they’ve caused and move forward in
healthier ways. The event offered a chance
to learn more about services for men, build
new relationships, and remind participants
that we’re all more effective when we work
together and learn from each other.

Online Safety for Parents Session

We have also turned our attention toward
providing parents with the information they need
to safely guide their children online. In our first of
these sessions, held in Lac du Bonnet, Manitoba,
we covered topics such as popular apps and
platforms youth are currently using, online risks
like sextortion, grooming, and exploitation, and
ways parents can have open, supportive
conversations with youth about online behavior.
We hope to deliver more sessions for parents in
the future.

Looking Ahead

United Against Sexual Exploitation Conference 2027

EmpowerMen’s United Against Sexual Exploitation Conference 2027 will once
again invite guests and speakers from across Canada (and beyond!) to the historic Fort
Garry Hotel on March 17 & 18, 2027. The theme of this year’s event are the “3 Ps,”
Prevention, Protection, and Prosecution, with EmpowerMen’s mission to engage
men and boys to address sexual exploitation of course also being an overarching focus.

We have updated the title of the event, previously simply known as our Law
Enforcement Conference, to reflect the wide range of voices and sectors present,
including Indigenous leaders, law enforcement and justice representatives, survivors,
service providers, advocates, educators, researchers, and more.

We’ll have more to share about the event schedule, speakers, and other details over the
coming months, but for now you can save the date and get a jump on purchasing
tickets via our EventCamp page!

Conference Ticket Info

We’re also putting out an open call for presenters! We’re looking for speakers that
can share concrete results, provide new information about emerging trends and
challenges related to exploitation and trafficking, or can highlight accomplishments and
successes (including cross sector partnerships) in their respective fields. You can click the
link below to fill out a brief Call for Presenters form. The deadline to get your
proposal in is August 14, with decisions being made by early September.

Call for Presenters Form

A Game-Changing Movie Screening and Panel

EmpowerMen will again be holding a public movie screening event on November
10, 2026. The evening will begin with a screening of the documentary Code of
Misconduct directed by Sébastien Trahan, which examines the recent high-profile
Hockey Canada sexual assault trial and the sports culture that has shaped generations of
young people, especially young men. Stay for a panel discussion about the film and the
book We Breed Lions: Confronting Canada's Troubled Hockey Culture by
award-winning journalist and author Rick Westhead, who will participate along with
other experts.

The event will take place at the Canadian Museum for Human Rights and like our
last movie screening, will be free to the public. Expect more details soon. 

Community Trainings

We are in the planning process for our next sessions in September, November, and
January. Please reach out if you’re interested in attending.

On that note, if you have any questions about the above events, are
interested in collaborating with EmpowerMen, or want us to speak at your
event, contact our Outreach and Partnership Coordinator
Geraldine Gruszczyk at EMOutreach@mamawi.com

Follow EmpowerMen on Facebook and Instagram to get updates from us
more often. You can also check out EmpowerMen.ca for more information.

Regards,

The EmpowerMen Team

If you’d like to opt out of future EmpowerMen newsletters contact us at EMPAdmin@mamawi.com and
we’ll remove you from our mailing list. 
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